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A s  o n e  o f  t h e 
longest-serving family 
b u s i n e s s e s  c u r r e n t l y 
in  the  Ste t t le r  region, 
Bagshaw Electr ic  Ltd. 
celebrates  65 years  in 
2012.

And i ts  motto states 
t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  h a s 
b e e n  “ e l e c t r i f y i n g 
since 1947.”

“ F o r  o n e  f a m i l y 
t o  b e  i n  b u s i n e s s  f o r 
6 5  y e a r s  i s  a  g r e a t 
milestone,” said owner 
Charl ie  Bagshaw.

“ I t ’ s  o n e  o f 
t h e  o l d e s t  f a m i l y 
b u s i n e s s e s  i n  t h e 
Stet t ler  area.”

S e r v i n g  p r i m a r i l y 
t h e  S t e t t l e r  r e g i o n , 
B a g s h a w  E l e c t r i c 
se rves  cus tomers  eas t 
t o  t h e  S a s k a t c h e w a n 
border ,  Drumhel ler  to 
the south and Camrose 
t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  w h i l e 
M o s q u i t o  M a g n e t s 
h a v e  b e e n  s o l d  t o 

c u s t o m e r s  a s  f a r  a s 
E u r o p e ,  A u s t r a l i a , 
S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d
New Zealand.

Currently located at 
6 1 2 8  —  5 0  A v e . ,  t h e 
b u s i n e s s  p r o v i d e s  a 
f u l l  l i n e  o f  s u p p l i e s , 
f r o m  w i r e  a n d 
c a b l e ,  t o  l i g h t i n g , 
r e c e p t a c l e s ,  b o x e s , 
conduit  and connectors 
and  p ropane  p roduc t s 
and services.

B a g s h a w  E l e c t r i c 
w a s  s t a r t e d  b y 
C h a r l i e ’ s  f a t h e r ,  B i l l 
B a g s h a w ,  i n  1 9 4 7  o n 
the s i te  of  the current 
Sears  bu i ld ing  shared 
with Armstrong Radio 
and Appliance.

“ H e  j u s t  c a m e  o u t 
o f  t h e  a r m y  a n d  h e 
w o r k e d  i n  C a l g a r y 
f o r  a  y e a r  a n d  t h e n 
c a m e  b a c k  h o m e  t o 
S t e t t l e r , ”  s a i d  t h e 
y o u n g  B a g s h a w ,  n o w 
65.

“ D a d  w a s  a n 
electr ical  instructor  in 
t h e  a r m y  a n d  h e  h a d 
h i s  e l e c t r i c a l  t i c k e t 
before going,”

Bil l  Bagshaw served 
as  pres ident  and  CEO 
u n t i l  1 9 8 7  w h e n  s o n , 
Charl ie ,  succeeded his 
father . 

H e l p i n g  o u t  h i s 
f a t h e r  s i n c e  3  o r 
4  y e a r s  o f  a g e  a n d 
o f f i c i a l l y  e m p l o y e d 
s ince he was 12 years 
old,  Charl ie  has grown 
w i t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  
H e  r e c e i v e d  h i s 
j o u r n e y m a n ’ s  t i c k e t 
in  1969  a t  the  age  o f 
2 2 ,  a n d  r e c e i v e d  h i s 
m a s t e r  e l e c t r i c i a n 
cert if icate in 1973,  the 
youngest  in Alberta at 
tha t  t ime,  a t  26  years 
of  age.

A s  t h e  b u s i n e s s 
h a s  g r o w n ,  B a g s h a w 
E l e c t r i c  m o v e d  t o 
v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s 

around town. From the 
cu r ren t  s i t e s  o f  Pa r ty 
M a x x  i n  t h e  m i d -
1 9 5 0 s ,  n e a r  B l o k e ’ s 
B a k e r y  i n  1 9 6 1 , 
Smit ty’s  in 1975 unti l 
i t  b u r n e d  d o w n ,  a n d 
Boston Pizza in 1982.

I n  1 9 9 1  t h e y 
p u r c h a s e d  t h e  I C G 
p r o p a n e  b u i l d i n g  a n d 
a d d e d  p r o p a n e  a n d 
propane accessories to 
t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  w h e r e 
they st i l l  reside today.

Now the business is 
operated with Charl ie , 
h i s  w i f e  B e t h  a s  t h e 
c o r p o r a t e  c o n t r o l l e r , 
son  Russe l l ,  daugh te r 
A l l i s o n ,  s o n - i n -
l a w  K e v i n ,  a n d 
e m p l o y s  t w o  m a s t e r 
e l e c t r i c i a n s ,  t h r e e 
j o u r n e y m e n ,  t w o 
a p p r e n t i c e s  a n d
f o u r  s a l e s  a n d  o f f i c e 
staff .

“The biggest  change 
i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s 

b e e n  t h e  a d v e n t 
o f  e l e c t r o n i c s  a n d 
e l e c t r o n i c  c o n t r o l , ” 
said Charl ie .

W h i l e  i n  t r a i n i n g 
i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 s , 
one  of  h i s  ins t ruc tors 
p r e d i c t e d  t h i s  n e w 
trend cal led electronics 
o r  s o l i d  s t a t e  t h a t 
many disregarded.

“ W e  h a d  n o 
c o n c e p t  h o w  m u c h 
o f  a n  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t 
t h a t  w o u l d  b e  a n d 
e l e c t r o n i c s  w o u l d 
r e v o l u t i o n i z e  o u r 
i n d u s t r y , ”  s a i d 
Charl ie .

 “ W e  d i d n ’ t  s e e 
h u g e  i n r o a d s  i n  t h a t 
u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 s 
when i t  real ly started.

“ N o w ,  p r o g r a m 
l o g i c  c o n t r o l s  a n d 
s m a r t  r e l a y s  i n 
electronic controls  has 
become a huge port ion 
of  our industry.”

H e  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t 

a l l  e l ec t r i ca l  se rv ices 
a r e  s t i l l  i n c l u d e d .  
E v e r y t h i n g  f r o m 
c h a n g i n g  a  l i g h t 
s w i t c h  i n  y o u r  h o u s e 
t o  w i r i n g  u p  a  n e w 
processing plant .

“ B e i n g  a n 
e l e c t r i c i a n  i s  a  l o t 
more  complex  than  i t 
was in 1947.”  

W h e n  a s k e d  h o w 
t h e y  h a v e  s t a y e d  i n 
bus iness  for  th is  long 
C h a r l i e  s a i d ,  “ W e 
h a v e  e l e c t r i c i a n s  a n d 
ins ide  s t a f f  ded ica ted 
t o  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e 
and mainta in  a  s t rong 
relat ionship within the 
community.

“ W e  c o u l d n ’ t 
h a v e  d o n e  i t  w i t h o u t 
t h e  w o n d e r f u l  a n d 
d e d i c a t e d  e m p l o y e e s 
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s 
and amazing people of 
S te t t l e r  and  a rea  who 
have supported us since 
Day One.”

Local family business marks 
its 65th anniversary in Stettler

Kevin and Allison Kerik, and their two children, recently moved back to Stettler to re-learn the family business. 

William (Bill) Bagshaw (1912 to 1992) — founder and 
CEO of Bagshaw Electric from 1947 to 1987.

Bill Bagshaw with 10-year-old Charlie at Buffalo Lake 
in July 1957. Charlie was already helping his dad.

Russell Bagshaw and his fiancee, Kodie-ann Douglas. Russell has worked almost steadily within the 
business since being officially hired at age seve, when he started by taking out the garbage and dusting the 
shelves after school.

Charlie and Beth Bagshaw married in 1980, had 
two children, and then Charlie took over Bagshaw 
Electric in 1987. Beth is a certified management 
accountant and joined the company then as 
corporate controller.

Shyanne, 3, and Preston, 6, are the fourth generation and already showing much interest in the industry. 
Shyanne loves to help her dad, Russell, fi x things. Preston (son of Allison and Kevin) has shown a huge 
interest in all things electrical and especially lighting.


